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STATE TREASURER WANTS TO RETURN MILLIONS OF 
DOLLARS TO COLORADANS 
 
Kennedy to Urge Colorado Congressional Delegation to Support Legislation 
 
(DENVER)  State Treasurer Cary Kennedy today kicked off a new month-long effort to return 
unclaimed property to the people of Colorado by calling for federal legislation to help return 
almost $170 million in unredeemed U.S. savings bonds to Colorado’s citizens.  
 
“For decades, people have kept savings bonds in desk drawers, safety deposit boxes, and attics,” 
said Kennedy. U.S. savings bonds sold from the 1930s to the 1960s have long since matured.   
“Almost $16 billion is due to be repaid - $170 million to the people of Colorado – but we need 
the federal government’s help to do it.”   
 
Kennedy said that many people have forgotten they own these bonds or do not realize they are 
no longer earning interest. “The federal government has records on 600,000 rolls of microfilm, 
but lacks the resources to match owners with their bonds.” 
 
Federal legislation is being drafted that would call on state unclaimed property divisions to help 
track down owners.  “Operation Rightful Owner” will create a searchable database composed of 
the names of holders of more than 35 million unredeemed U.S. savings bonds worth more than 
$16 billion. 
 
Kennedy will travel to Washington, D.C. next week to meet with members of Colorado’s 
congressional delegation where she will urge them to support the legislation. 
 
“Since its inception, the Great Colorado Payback – Colorado’s unclaimed property program – 
has returned over $135 million to its rightful owners,” said Kennedy.  “We know how to give 
money back. We do it every day.  We want the federal government to help us reunite people with 
their property.” 
 
Over the next month, Kennedy will detail recent changes to the Great Colorado Payback that will 
make it easier to reunite people with their assets.  This will culminate with the publication on 
March 30 of the annual list of thousands of Coloradans who are owners of lost and forgotten 
property. 



 
 
 
 
The Treasurer’s Unclaimed Property Division is currently holding over $300 million in trust for 
Colorado citizens.  People interested in seeing whether the state is holding their property can 
check online at www.greatcopayback.com or by calling the state treasurer’s office at 303-866-
6070 or toll-free at 1-800-825-2111. 
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